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DEUTZ presents first “DEUTZ Greenfield Award” for sustainable 

powertrain solutions 
 

◼ DEUTZ honors three winners with the Greenfield Award 

◼ The award ceremony took place as part of the congress #neuland in Aachen 

Cologne, July 3, 2024 – DEUTZ today announced the winners of the first “DEUTZ Greenfield 

Award” at the renowned congress #neuland in Aachen. The award, which is aimed at students 

and young researchers, honours outstanding academic work on sustainable powertrain solutions 

in the off-highway sector. 

The three award-winning projects are characterized by their high degree of innovation, technical 

sophistication and positive impact on industry and the environment. The winners were selected 

by an interdisciplinary jury, which carefully evaluated the submitted projects.  

As a member of the jury Dr. Sebastian C. Schulte, CEO of DEUTZ AG, emphasizes: “The award-

winning projects impressively demonstrate how young talents with innovative ideas can shape 

the future of sustainable mobility. We are pleased to support these committed young researchers 

and to offer them a platform.” 

The winners of the “DEUTZ Greenfield Award 2024” are: 

• 1st place: Christian Varlese from the Vienna University of Technology for his work on the 

predictive operating strategy of fuel cell tractors 

• 2nd place: David Huber from the Vienna University of Technology for his research on the 

optimization of power-to-liquid plants for the production of synthetic fuels through the 

application of heat exchanger network synthesis 

• 3rd place: David Benz from RWTH Aachen University for his work on the development of 

robust localization algorithms for autonomous transport vehicles in the raw materials 

industry 
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The award ceremony was a highlight of the congress #neuland and gave the winners the 

opportunity to present their work to a wide audience and make valuable contacts. DEUTZ will 

continue to promote young talent and actively drive forward the development of sustainably 

powertrain solutions in the future. With the “DEUTZ Greenfield Award”, DEUTZ is sending out a 

strong signal in favour of the importance of research and development in the field of emission-

reduced powertrain technologies. 

Further information about the award and the winning projects can be found at 

www.greenfield-award.deutz.com 

 

 

Caption: The jury around DEUTZ-CEO Dr. Sebastian C. Schulte and Prof. Denise Fischer-Kreer present the Greenfield 

Award to the winners Christian Varlese and David Benz. 

Credit: DEUTZ AG 

 

For further information on this press release, please contact: 

Mark Schneider 

Head of Investor Relations, Communications & Marketing  

Tel: +49 (0)221 822 3600 
Email: Mark.Schneider@deutz.com   
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About DEUTZ AG 

DEUTZ AG, a publicly traded company headquartered in Cologne, Germany, is one of the world’s leading manufacturers of 

innovative drive systems. Its core competencies are the development, production, distribution, and servicing of drive 

solutions in the power range up to 620 kW for off-highway applications. The current portfolio extends from diesel, gas, and 

hydrogen engines to all-electric drives. DEUTZ drives are used in a wide range of applications including construction 

equipment, agricultural machinery, material handling equipment such as forklift trucks, stationary equipment such as 

generator sets (gensets) and lifting platforms as well as commercial and rail vehicles. With over 5,000 employees worldwide 

and around 1,000 sales and service partners in more than 120 countries, DEUTZ generated revenue of over €2.1 billion in 

the 2023 financial year. Further information is available at www.deutz.com. 
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